
through what turned out to be a very literal prophecy. 
Rain came anyway. The mud came with it.

“I’m just so happy, and I’m proud of the community 
for coming out.”
A Community That Shows Up

The 18th Annual Family Day in the Park was not 
simply a memorial in the form of an event. It was a full 
community mobilization.

Held at Sylvester Turner Park in Acres Homes, the 
gathering drew elected offi  cials and civic leaders who 
came not just to be seen, but to serve. Congressman 
Christian Menefee was in attendance. Councilman 
Edward Pollard showed up for the neighborhood he 
represents. Former Congresswoman and current Harris 
County Administrator Erica Lee Carter, whose late 
mother Sheila Jackson Lee had endorsed Turner for the 
congressional seat he went on to win, was also present, a 
full-circle moment in a day fi lled with them.

The Houston Area Urban League used the occasion 
to register voters, a detail Turner-Captain pointed to with 
unmistakable pride. Voter registration, she noted, was 
something deeply personal to the Turner family.

“One thing the Turner family believes in is voting,” 
she said. “And it’s not just about voting, it’s about making 
sure your voice is heard. If it wasn’t so important, so 
many people wouldn’t be trying to silence it. You gotta 
cut through the noise and make sure we still show up.”

Key sponsors made the day possible: RadioOne, 
the Houston Area Urban League, Chevrolet, the Roxell 
Richards Law Firm, Success Tax Help, Allies in Hope, and 
The Car Wreck Cowboy all came to the table to support a 
vision rooted in community access and generosity.
Grief, and the Grace of Moving Forward

There were moments throughout the afternoon when 
Ashley Turner-Captain appeared to be on the verge of 
tears, the emotion surfacing not from sadness alone, but 
from the fullness of the moment. The weight of loss. The 
warmth of community. The pride of a daughter carrying 
her father’s name into the streets where he grew up.

“To be honest, selfi shly, this has been helping me 
with my own grief journey,” she said quietly. “To be able 
to continue on. To be able to talk about my dad, and to 
hear all the ways that he contributed, ways that I know of, 
and ways I don’t. This has been an amazing time.”

She spoke of continuity, not just for herself, but 
for her son, Turner’s grandson, who now inherits a 
grandfather’s story written in parks and policies and 
downtown buildings that reach toward the sky.

“I’m doing it for his grandson,” she said. “It’s just — 
it’s the most amazing feeling.”

What would Sylvester Turner say if he could see all of 
it: the crowds, the laughter, the voter registration tables, 
his daughter standing at the center of it all?

Ashley didn’t hesitate.
“He would say: this is what you’re all supposed to do. 

You’re supposed to move forward. That’s exactly what he 
would say.”
The Baton Is in Good Hands

Sylvester Turner spent a lifetime building things that 
outlasted him, legislation, infrastructure, coalitions, and a 
family event in the neighborhood where he fi rst learned to 
dream. He did it because he believed, fundamentally, that 
community is not something you inherit. It is something 
you tend.

His daughter tends it now, and she does so with a 
quiet ferocity. Showing up every year, building months in 
advance, keeping the gates open, keeping the event free, 
keeping the name alive.

As Acres Homes packed into the park that bears his 
name, the park in the neighborhood where he once rode 
a bus and stared up at skyscrapers and dared to imagine 
something more, the legacy of Sylvester Turner wasn’t 
just being preserved.

It was being lived.
And that, as the man himself might say, is exactly 

what you’re supposed to do. 

COMMUNITY

Ashley Turner-Captain poses with an att endee during Family Day in the Park.
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Families fi ll Sylvester Turner Park in Acres Homes during the 18th Annual Family Day in the Park, showing up in force despite the rain.

Houston City Controller Chris Hollins addresses the 
crowd during the 18th Annual Family Day in the Park.
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